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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—JUNE SELECTION 


Remarque, Erich Maria 
Time Love and Time Die 
Harcourt, Brace. May 20, 1954. 378p. $3.95. 


Erich Maria Remarque seems compelled occasion 
assume the role modern Horatio, and, absenting 
himself from felicity awhile, this harsh world 
draws his breath pain tell the story soldier. 
There can little doubt, since the appearance All 
Quiet the Western Front, that views the world 
harsh; and that finds little felicity evi- 
denced, least negative way, his preoccupation 
with the ugly and sordid aspects life. But new 
novel widely known writer, one competent 
the architectonics the novel, champagne occa- 
sion. Time Love and Time Die typical 
Remarque tale, bleak, mocking, starkly tragic; but 
skillfully organized and fascinating the way that 
tale misery horror can sometimes be. 


Ernst Graeber the chief character the story, and 
his time love three-week furlough from the 
Eastern front sometime after the collapse German 
arms Stalingrad. His time die came when re- 
turned front crumbling from the Baltic the 
Black Sea. The unfolding his tragedy affords 
glimpses gallery characters, some furtive, some 
forthright. There was Immerman, the Communist 
still suspect, but allowed serve the ranks; there 
was Steinbrenner, the baby-faced sadist from the S., 
and also his victim, Hirschland, partly Jewish and al- 
ways liable abuse. his home city, Graeber en- 
countered former schoolmate, Binding, now com- 
fortable but strangely amiable member the Storm 
Troopers, and his unexpected kindness one who 
scarcely remembers seems puzzle Ernst. also 
found petulant air-raid warden, and trouble-making 
assistant sexton bombed church, well 
former teacher religion now hiding and empty 
hope for the future. But, make the story what is, 


above all found Elizabeth. 


Their families were known each other, but Ernst felt 
little interest Elizabeth for that any other reason 
when first met her early the furlough. Before 
long, however, they have been thrown intimately to- 
gether, principally because each seeking little joy 
the midst much sorrow. Their intimacy ends 
hasty marriage, after they have been bombed severely 
swank night-club, have spent nights together Eliza- 


beth’s quarters, and Ernst has decided that Elizabeth 
should have the benefit the official allotment for 
soldier’s wife. chiarscuro world they endure 
savage daylight raid that makes shambles the 
already heavily destroyed city, and they enjoy the quiet 
peace the garden the Restaurant Witte. 
brutal finale, Ernst, back the front, shot down 
Russian guerilla whose life has just saved. 


some sort unintended katharsis, this story may 
prove more beneficial than harmful, though one may 
permitted doubt it. The cavalier treatment 
morals, the deliberate juxtaposition light and shade 
character well nature, the casual presenta- 
tion inhumanity were timeless and ineradi- 
cable—all these lead the conclusion that Remarque 
willing chronicle history men who are 
better, least rise higher, than the Communists 
who crushed them, and who have nobler aspirations 
than the godless crew that led them destruction. 
This the darkling plain Matthew Arnold again, 
and all Erich Remarque can tell the confused 
alarms, where ignorant armies clash night. Nor does 
this author have certitude, peace, 
help for pain. 


Yet there more than this say. When confes- 
sional introduced into the story solely the hiding- 
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place hunted Jew, when Elizabeth discovered 
Catholic late the reader’s acquaintance with 
her, and when read single word her practical 
devotion her faith even under the great burden that 
she bore, must conclude that Remarque’s purpose 
can only indicate that such crises the lives 
many people, faith God disappeared. Either 
that, the admission that has distorted the picture 
that seemed realistic, until grotesque all that 


remains. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


LITERARY GUILD JUNE SELECTION 


The Corioli Affair 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. May 18, 1954. 247p. $3.75. 


This novel has lack action. fact, within the 
space comparatively small number pages, 
manages lead the heroine, Lacey Dereen, through 
quite mad career. Lacey, poor lone Irish girl, sole 
survivor patriot father who died prison, has 
come the Ohio river city Corioli live with her 
cousin, Nora. Nora’s impending marriage forces Lacey 
accept teaching position the little town 
Jeune. Her first friend there the volatile Sallie 
Dayton, with whose husband, Jed, river captain, 
Lacey promptly falls love. Lacey tries avoid any 
entanglement with Jed, but eventually Sallie’s sus- 
picions force scene; Lacey compelled give her 
position and leave the town. Jed follows Lacey 
Corioli and persuades her elope with him. Shortly 
before the lovers leave the city, Sallie Dayton mur- 
dered her room cheap hotel. Jed arrested 
Charleville, where has gone with Lacey, and re- 
turned Corioli. convicted manslaughter, 
eludes mob bent lynching him, and escapes with 
Lacey shantyboat, only die while saving the boat 
and its passengers from going under storm. Lacey 
and her friends lead, anyone can see eventful life. 


Deasy, Mary 


The story, though, despite its plethora action, seems 
thin. may the very wealth incident that causes 
the impression thinness; for, though there nothing 
amateurish about the writing, the narrative does seem 
somewhat sketchy. Things happen such profusion 
that the characters have opportunity build 
their own reality; consequently, events concerning them 
awaken little response the reader. 


Besides, the central story, though tragic enough it- 
self, has become common uninteresting un- 
less told with much more distinction than this 
telling can claim. From the first time Lacey sets eyes 
Jed there can doubt that the two will give 
way immoral and disastrous love. Their tragedy 
real one but has been presented over and over 
again, such extent that sympathy not enough 
cloak over its real sordidness. the events unfold, 
the feeling that grows the reader not pity nor 
terror but futile sadness. This particular narrative 
hampered especially weakness the construction 
dialogue—and not helped the irritating con- 
vention thinly disguising the names cities where 
the action takes place. 


Remarque Deasy Shuster 


Best SELLERS 


Miss Deasy has not tried make out case for the 
lovers but she has shown them great deal sym- 
pathy. Yet, whether not the author planned 
so, remains clear that the actions. Jed toward 
his wife are, objectively, those scoundrel. Lacey 
might awaken more understanding she were more 
clearly presented; the conflicts her Irish character are 
hinted rather than clearly shown. And she odd 
sort nineteenth-century Irish Catholic, with some 
education, who knows that there hell but has 
idea its nature. 


narrating the love affair the author has shown con- 
siderable restraint and decency, qualities that are de- 
monstrably compatible with good writing. Only once 
does she seem cater debased taste, when, one 
the first pages, she has foul-mouthed character 
narrate disgusting, improbable, and faintly blasphem- 
ous anecdote. other times, the same character, 
Conn, unburdens himself some frankly low opinions 
women, but his speeches are, happily, brief and in- 
frequent. 


Objections being given due weight and the merits 
the novel being duly considered, The Corioli Affair 
may judged offering mature readers who have 
nothing better for few interesting hours. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Shuster, George Religion Behind the Iron Curtain 
Macmillan. May 18, 1954. 281p. $4.00. 

the years immediately following the Second World 
War the countries Central Europe from the Balkans 
the Baltic, with total population more than 
100,000,000, became the satellites Russia. From the 
very moment their arrival the Communists began 
systematic war against the Churches which their 
new subjects belonged. this campaign succeeding 
failing? Dr. George Shuster, the noted Catholic author 
and educator, attempts answer this question the 
present book. 


factual study the religious situation these coun- 
tries, such the Tablet London has been recently 
making Western Europe, was course out the 
question. The author was forced rely for most 
his information his own personal observations while 
Land Commissioner Bavaria after the recent war, 
careful analysis the radio broadcasts and literature 
from behind the Iron Curtain, and finally the testi- 
mony the people who have escaped from there. 


issued the Library, University 


BEST SELLERS Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1954, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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naturally much surer ground when writing about 
Eastern Germany than about other places this book 
because Berlin excellent listening-post, and hun- 
dreds refugees are daily seeking for freedom the 
American, British and French sectors this city. Rus- 
sia, the other hand, for all practical purposes 
sealed off from the rest the world, and hence does 
not even hazard guess about the fate Christianity 
this “workers’ paradise.” perfectly justified 
listing Yugoslavia among the Iron Curtain countries 
because Tito’s break with the Kremlin has not produced 
any noticeable lessening his hostility toward religion. 


Dr. Shuster first shows how Hitlerism and the mistakes 
the Allied rulers facilitated the bloodless conquests 
the Russians after 1945, and then gives brief history 
the various religious denominations Central 
Europe. This leads him the main part the book, 
and devotes separate chapters Eastern Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, and the 
Balkan and Baltic countries. 


Two things this book are deserving special men- 
tion. First all Communists regard religion any 
form the opium the people. This true even 
the Jews, abundantly clear from the chapter 
“Jewry under Soviet Rule.” And secondly, Catholics 
have had bear the brunt the persecutions not only 
countries like Poland where they are very numerous, 
but also others, such Bulgaria and Rumania, where 
they are only minority. 


the written constitutions the Communists always 
guarantee Catholics freedom religion but make 
mockery practice. Thus they close all the paro- 
chial schools, suppress the Catholic press, confiscate 
Church property, and seek separate the laity from 
the clergy, the priests from the bishops, and the hier- 
archy from the Holy See. their speeches and writ- 
ings they brand the Catholic Church the enemy 
the “people’s democracy,” reactionary, the most 
stubborn defender wealth and privilege, and made 
war-mongers and secret allies the capitalists. 
There have been, true, defections among the Cath- 
olics and some places schismatic churches have been 
formed. But the overwhelming 
mained loyal spite the sacrifices that they have 
been called upon make. Only time will tell, how- 


Holt Diolé 


ever, what effect the daily indoctrination their chil- 
dren with the principles dialectic materialism will 
have. 


The trial Cardinal Mindszenty Hungary, which at- 
tracted world-wide attention, made familiar with 
the policy toward and their technique 
the suppression religion. Nevertheless are deeply 
grateful Dr. Shuster for the up-to-date facts and 
figures that has placed our disposal. This book 
will make the readers pray little more for their suffer- 
ing brethren, and will cause them what they can 
put end this persecution, and fill them with the 
determination that Communism will never take root 


American soil. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 


New York, New York 


Holt, Felix Boone Kissed 
Dutton. May 24, 1954. 248p. $3.00. 

When Pappy Duke came Kentucky early the 19th 
Century wrought from the wilderness prosperous 
farm and position the community. His sense 
dominance was also well developed and sought 
dominate all family decisions, indeed dictate every 
course action. When Pappy Duke determined 
run for the legislature, events began close him 
his family resisted control and working out their 
own destiny forced Pappy bow gracefully the in- 
evitable. Although full humor, this not really 
light story since the human emotions and behavior 
deals with are basic and common all. Told 
through the lips the younger boy the family, 
events progress from well-handled buildup climax 
“Fourth Monday,” equivalent country fair, 
when all the populace gathered the country seat 
for entertainment and business, for politics and justice. 
The title has little with the story being only the 
refrain mind-wandering All all, the 
story well done; pity that must marred 
incidentals restrict its reading. There en- 
tirely too much profanity and one instance the over- 
extended treatment vulgarity amounts almost 
pornography. The book suitable for adult readers. 


Diolé, Philippe 

Four Thousand Years Under the Sea 
Translated Gerard Hopkins. Messner. May 12, 1954. 
237p. $4.50. 
The author this interesting and informative book 
described Director Undersea Archaeological Re- 
search for the French National Museums, but let 
said once that bears resemblance the stuffy 
landlubber type French officialdom this heavy- 
sounding title suggests. Diolé has the soul, imagi- 
nation and expression poet, poet enamored the 
sea and little annoyed the fact that archaeolo- 
gists and historians are little acquainted with this 
vast storehouse archaeological wealth. “History de- 
prived the testimony the sea must history in- 
complete,” says. “Who would dream discussing 
Italian painting without evoking the Umbrian scene 
and the light Venice? seek discuss Crete, 
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Swiggett 


and even classical Greece, essential that realize 
the harmony that once existed both places between 
human sensibility and the sea—right down its bed.” 


What, then, the remedy? Let the younger generation 
among archaeologists adopt diving goggles, strap com- 
pressed-air cylinders their backs, rubber paddles 
their feet, and down, down, twenty fathoms, along 
some coastal ledge, and then note the change them- 
selves. They will gradually acquire maritime perspec- 
tive, and that among the oldest all perspectives— 
that the ancient trade routes and ports, harbor 
installations—those grappling hocks conquest—and 
those which take the cultural, social and religious 
interrelationships and exchanges between peoples living 
either end some much frequented sea-lane. 
acquiring such perspective, shall ready reap 
and piece together knowledge for showing the other, 
earlier and perhaps more enlightening side European 
history, the maritime side. What was that destroyed 
the unity Mediterranean civilization, that detached 
whole continent, Africa, from Europe? was the 
breaking the old Greek and Roman trade routes, 
the loss control the sea, the coming the Arab 
horsemen, the loss maritime perspective. After that, 
Gaudefroy-Denombynes, cited the author, well 
remarks, “Africa lived with her eyes Bagdad and 
Cairo.” 

The eloquent chapter which these thoughts occur 
aptly entitled Diving Suit for Clio,” but 
Diolé careful let know, much more than 
diving suit that she needs. funds for divers and 
workers, funds for laboratories and specially designed 
equipment—dredges, cranes, suction pumps, sifting ap- 
paratus, ships for discovery, reconnaissance, storage and 
research. All which, unfortunately, are not 
had. Though the prize well worth the money and 
effort that must expended, governments and learned 
societies have, thus far, been strangely indifferent. 
Meanwhile, deprived adequate means, financial 
well technical, the undersea archaeologist must 
content with more than mere glimpse what 
the sea has offer. 


way illustrating the nature the work and some 
the difficulties encountered, the author devotes six 
his ten chapters account notable “finds.” 
The first and most important that the remains and 
cargo Roman ship which floundered off Mahdia, 
small Tunisian port, sometime the first century 
The recovery its treasures—valuable art objects fill- 
ing rooms the Bardo Museum Tunis—repre- 
sents the first great triumph marine archaeology 
(1908-1913), triumph due the initiative and per- 
sistence Merlin. this “find” Salomon Reinach 
wrote, “Nothing comparable has come light since 
Pompeii and Herculaneum.” Three other examples 
wrecks and their cargoes are discussed, also the 
undersea excavation work Beaucaire and his associ- 
ates Fos-sur-Mer and the author’s own exploration 
Roman harbor insallations Cherchel (Caesarea). 
One the interesting results the Mahdia adventure 
was the proof offered that large and heavy objects, 
e.g., marble vases five feet high and three feet wide, 
were being exported from Athens the dozen the 
first century till then archaeologists had as- 
sumed that such objects were the products Athenian 


Best SELLERS 


artists resident Rome. The discovery the sea 
Saint-Tropez lintel fashioned from Carrara marble 
and weighing thirty-eight tons added proof the 
stamina and efficiency the ancient ship transport- 
ing large and heavy objects over long distances. 


series appendices, interesting observations are 
offered variations the level the Mediterranean 
since ancient time, amphorae, anchors, numismatics 
and the sea, together with some notes the search 
conducted Capt. Cousteau off Marseilles. 
lengthy bibliography works having direct bearing 
undersea archaeology included. The translation 
seems uniformly excellent, but there are several care- 
less misspellings Greek words. statement the 
effect that “the Church intended that men should 
firmly fixed peasant existence” stands need 
correction, also some confused writing about the 
teaching the Gospels, St. Benedict, St. Paul and St. 
Augustine, found two paragraphs pp. 176-177. 

Hayne Martin, 

Jesuit Novitiate, 

Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Swiggett, Howard The Power and the Prize 
Ballantine Books. May 17, 1954. 326p. $3.50. 


Perhaps mere coincidence, but just this current 
novel about Big Business reaching the bookstalls, 
earlier work the same genre, Cameron Hawley’s 
Executive Suite, from the same publishing house, 
making its cinematic debut across the nation. Howard 
Swiggett, after thirty-five years spent business, dur- 
ing which time turned out substantial number 
historical studies and adventure novels, now, like 
Cameron Hawley, devoting himself exclusively writ- 
ing. And this new venture has immediately 
called upon that segment American life with which 
years association have given him intimate famili- 
arity. Out the conflict between top executive’s 
career and his personal life emerges the theme The 
Power and the Prize. 

bachelor forty, Cleves Barwick, Vice-Chairman 
Allied Materials Corporation, blissfully unaware 
the impingement his position upon his mode life. 
transaction, brings with utterly unexpected turning 


point. While there meets and once falls madly 


love with Rachel Linka, Viennese widow who 
working for refugee organization had been asked 
investigate. Upon his return home, expecting Rachel 
follow him shortly, Barwick comes grips with the 
shocking facts reality. After all, he, Cleves Barwick, 
cannot marry just anyone. How does this prospective 


bride, and refugee that, fit with his station? 


What her background? reputation? 
politically untainted? And who, above all, most 
prejudicial toward this marriage? Not Cleves’ father 
who clergyman! Not his relatives close asso- 
ciates! No, George Salt, Chairman the Board, 
the personification Allied Materials, self-appointed 
watchdog the lives his personnel, the hypocritical 
husband whose mistress has been waiting two score 
years for his marriage end. Driving relentlessly and 
certainly against these odds and obstacles, Barwick not 
only wins his bride, the prize, but this victory, 
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through his upright behavior and open actions, reveals 
the utter baseness and spinelessness Salt from whom 
wrests the power, Chairmanship Allied. 


With this ingreidents hand, abetted his own 
knowledge and insight into this strange world 
business, Harold Swiggett has come with rather 
satisfactory affair which undoubtedly will attract fair 
number eager readers. And has achieved his 
purpose writing fine modern novel without sinking 
into the pit sensationalism and sordidness. Not that 
beyond reproach, noted. several occa- 
sions has fallen the wayside with some distasteful 
dialogue, situations and innuendoes, with 
thrown for good measure, all unhappily capped off 
with unpleasant “sour” ending, which, implica- 
tion least, hints the couple’s last pre-marital night. 


can put aside these various abberrations, however, 
The Power and the Prize has message which definitely 
warrants attention observers and students the 
contemporary American business scene. Writers like 
Hawley and Swiggett are bringing the fore situation 
which, continues unchecked, can become very un- 
wholesome. the present-day tendency look upon 
the business corporation all-pervasive institution 
which emraces the bodies and spirits its employees 
and executives. his Christmas message 1952 Pope 
Pius XII referred the “depersonalization” the 
individual. People are longer respected persons; 
rather, they are categorized part mechanistic 
process, trained, catalogued and filed into their or- 
ganizational niche with little regard for their family, 
religious, social life. 

This precisely the trap into which Cleves Barwick 
has been baited. not Cleves Barwick; Vice- 
Chairman Allied. That his life. And this the 
real tragedy, just the suicide his colleague, 
Everett, and the downfall inconspicuous office 
clerk—men whose private lives have fallen prey 
impersonal power known the corporation. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Cain 
May 


van Aerde, Rogier 

Translated and Graham-Wilson. 
15,1954. 262p. $3.75. 

This the second the Thomas More Series, selected 
the More book club Chicago. Translated from 
the Dutch, was originally published 1941 the 
Urbi Orbi Press Amsterdam. superb selec- 
tion, and the club commended the high 
quality its choice. 


The story imaginative expansion Chapter 
Genesis, which tells Cain, who rebelled against 
God and set his own city. After murdering his 
brother, fled the east Eden and built the city 
Enochiah, which was peopled his descendants, 
called the Children Men distinguish them from 
the Sons God, descended from Seth and Enos. 
Cain’s line was powerful and talented race who 
knew nothing God. They believed they were serving 
humanity, but fact were secretly thrall 
don, the destroying angel. Alone, Cain knew God 


Regnery. 


van Aerde Wertham 


from his memories former times, and awaited 
His vengeance fear. came finally, not single 
blow, but the lust and treachery his children and 
their contempt him. Finally, infuriated the dem- 
agog, Lamech, the citizens formed army and set out 
enter Paradise order seize the tree life, 
which they have heard will grant them immortality. 
The angel guarding Eden destroyed them all, save Cain 
and small remnant. these returned the 
city, where his final humiliation occurs. wanderer 
from the city God, name Is, comes Cain’s city. 
there seduced Naama, the most beautiful and 
wanton girl the city. Afterwards Cain makes him 
promise marry her, but the wedding feast sud- 
denly sees the inhabitants their true light, they 
carry shameful orgy. Rather than one them, 
commits suicide his wedding night. Then Abad- 
don shows himself openly Cain and makes clear that 
has always secretly controlled the city. Cain leaves 
the city self destruction, following his true master 
beyond the horizon. 


The book has sombre power and probing insight 
into the origin and nature evil, which move the 
reader profoundly. Dispensing with the convention- 
alities the novel, background and descriptive realism, 
comes grips with the naked and disembodied pas- 
sions and reflections the human soul. form 
prose-poem, depending single word often, 
single line, suggest its meaning. Hence times, 
reads like epic poem, other times like spiritual 
meditation, again like Biblical legend. The style 
stark, blunt, and picturesque, the Bible evidently being 
the model. One reminded times Milton’s 
Paradise Lost, for has loftiness and depth that bear 
comparison with this Puritan epic, but very modern 
idiom. also profoundly Catholic, the stern Catholi- 
cism the early Church Fathers, when they were con- 
demning the city man those times. Perhaps St. 
Augustine furnished hint for the theme. Yet 
thoroughly modern book, and awakens thousand 
echoes the reader’s mind man our day. 
literature find analogies often chase will o’wisps, 
but surely there one here between Cain’s race and 
the modern secularist totalitarian man. the 
parallel drawn with masterful understanding. Truly 
mirror the darker side our century, seems 
theme and tone the stuff the great 
classics; and falls short anywhere, must its 
style. Its extreme modernity—the single word sen- 
tence, and the like—may time destroy its readability, 
make even now unpalatable some. so, 
would pity, for great conception, and per- 
haps, great work. 

Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Wertham, Fredric, M.D. 

Seduction the Innocent 
Apr. 19, 1954. 397p. $4.00. 
This reviewer very nearly agrees with the jacket de- 
scription Seduction the Innocent the most 
shocking book recent years and the statement that 
should the most influential. The author, Dr. 


Rinehart. 


Fredric Wertham, reputable psychiatrist who has 
made long and thorough study the influence 
comic books today’s youth. 


His conclusions are almost terrifying. One one, 
makes his indictments, backing them with well- 
documented facts and shocking examples. Crime comic 
books, which form the vast majority, may charac- 
terized violent content, ugly form and deceptive 
presentation. Their most subtle and pervading effect 
the moral disarmament many children who take 
them steady diet. They muddle attitudes right 
and wrong, blunt finer feelings conscience, mercy 
and sympathy for others. 


“The world the comic book,” writes Dr. Wertham, 
“is the world the strong, the ruthless, the bluffer, the 
shrewd deceiver, the torturer and the thief. All the 
emphasis exploits where somebody takes advan- 
tage somebody else, violently, sexually threaten- 
ingly. Force and violence any conceivable form 
are romanticized. Constructive and creative forces 
children are channeled comic books into destructive 
avenues. Trust, loyalty, confidence, solidarity, sym- 
pathy, charity, compassion are ridiculed. Hostility and 
hate set the pace almost every story. 
scientist who had looked over comic books expressed 
this tersely. ‘In comic books life worth noth- 
ing; there dignity human (p. 94). 


Having, shown significant correlation between crime 
comic reading and more serious forms juvenile 
delinquency, Dr. Wertham goes tell his fight 
against this anti-social force these past seven years. 
Parents dare not ignore the facts brought out here. The 
defense comic books has been waged powerful 
industry, Dr. Wertham shows, sparing expense 
and well-versed pressure tactics. Fighting for exist- 
ence, these firms employ experts turn aside criticism 
and cover the situation with “educational boards,” 
“professional testimony,” “seals merit,” etc. Mean- 
while seem paralyzed prevent the outpouring 
this poison before American youth. Several dozen 
illustrations included serve demonstrate Dr. Wer- 
tham’s thesis enough awaken naive, 
uninformed parents. 


The text after while becomes ponderous, repetitious 
and depressing, but recommend that read 
the bitter end realize why well-meaning efforts 
self-regulation have failed and what will take 
bring about some effective legal protection for our 


children. 
Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Zeeden, Ernst Walter The Legacy Luther 
Newman. Mar. 30, 1954. $3.50. 


Ernst Walter Zeeden, lecturer modern history 
the University Freiburg, Germany, has made scien- 


Zeeden 


Best 


tific study two volumes Martin Luther’s doctrine 
was interpreted German Lutherans from the 
time the heresiarch’s death until the end the 
eighteenth century. his second volume has re- 
produced the text the documents upon which 
based his inquiry. The present work 
translation volume one abridged form with 
most the critical notes eliminated. Valuable this 
book is, the subject matter precludes from exercising 
much popular appeal. 


Like Gaul, this treatise divided into three parts. 
Part explains first Luther’s own views theology and 
the movement inaugurated. This section could 
have been considerably expanded give deeper in- 
sight into the complications 
Luther’s mind. Then are given the opinions men 
who knew Luther personally such Bugenhagen and 
Melanchthon. the death these contemporaries 
Luther ceased important personality and be- 
came compendium orthodox theology. Although 
there was some divergence the interpretation his 
theological system, the reader will impressed the 
uniformity with which early Lutheran theologians re- 
garded the Pope Antichrist and the Roman Catholic 
Church sink iniquity. When one realizes what 
Luther and his followers taught these subjects, one 
can appreciate why prejudice still flourishes today 
among those who know nothing about Catholicism 
except what they have read from Luther. 


About the year 1700 reaction against strict Lutheran 
orthodoxy arose. was led Seckendorff and Leib- 
nitz and developed first into pietism which was 
tical, moral movement opposed strict dogma, sup- 
porting introspection and freedom conscience against 
doctrine. 


Once the idea freedom conscience seized the minds 
Lutheran philosophers and historians, they began 
promote individualism, secularize religion, elevate 
reason above faith and spread the gospel progress. 
These ideas constituted the credo the Enlightenment 
heralds this program were intellectuals such 
Walch, Semler, Lessing, Frederick the Great and 
Herder. Influential these men are the history 
Lutheran thought, they are not well known 
Americans they should be. American theologians, 
philosophers, historians and those interested recon- 
ciling Lutherans the Church will find this book en- 
lightening the information and interpretation pro- 
vides. One can better understand the liberal and 
orthodox trends Lutheran theology today after read- 
ing The Legacy Luther. The fact that this book 
written Catholic does not bear the imprimatur 
puzzles the reviewer. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 
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